
Ian Harper 
Lead author 

The purpose  
of place 
Reconsidered 
 



Place matters for prosperity 



Place in a knowledge economy 
Chart 1.1: Proportion of workers employed in primary, secondary and 
tertiary industries (actual and forecast, Australia) 



There’s a tension here 
Chart 1.2: Congestion cost and city population (2012–20) 



10 measures of prosperity 
Place contributes more to 
human welfare than just 
material goods and services 
– place is where people live 
their lives. 
Our ten dimensions are the 
building blocks of prosperity 
in place and the things 
people care about. 



Prosperity production function 
Figure 3.1: The Prosperity Production Function 



How prosperous are we? 
Inner city and suburban 

Chart 3.1: Inner city Chart 3.2: Suburban 



How prosperous are we? 
Outer urban and regional 

Chart 3.3: Outer urban Chart 3.4: Regional cities 



How prosperous are we? 
Rural and remote 

Chart 3.5: Rural and remote 



Flourish or languish? 
Chart 5.1: The flourishing place Chart 5.2: The languishing place 



Four dynamic forces 
People 1 Community 2 

Technology 3 Governance 4 



Taking action 



Who can act? 

Individuals 1 Businesses 2 Communities 3 Governments 4 
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